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Common Core Grade 7 Mathematics Course Syllabus

Ms. Grantham, Lewis Middle School, Room #302,
e-mail: mgrantham1@sandi.net,  website: mgrantham.weebly.com
Hello students and families!  Welcome to a new year & to 7th grade Common Core Math.  I am so excited to get to know a new group of students this year! I’ve included some important information below to help students be successful in math.
BOOKS/SUPPLIES:
* Text Book: Big Ideas Math: Course 2: This book may be left at home as there is a set in the classroom.    

   There is also a link on my website to the online version.
* Record and Practice Journal (RPJ): This activity book will also be kept in the classroom.  However, 

  students will need to have the packet from the current chapter with them every day.
* All necessary supplies will be provided by Lewis.  However, if students wish to have their own 

  supplies, here is a list of things we will use throughout the year: pencils, erasers, highlighters, protractor  

  self-contained pencil sharpener, markers, colored pencils, , ruler (metric and standard), 4-function calculator
.
TUTORING: During tutoring, students may get help with homework, study for a test/quiz, or retake a tests/quizzes (more about that later). My official tutoring is on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school from 2:20-3:20.  Students may also pop in at lunch time for a quick question, except on Wed. when I host a club.
SCHOLASTIC GRADING SCALE: 
*A=100-89.5, B=89-79.5, C=79-69.5, D=69-59.5, F=59 and lower
*Grade Breakdown: 60% Tests and Quizzes 25% Homework, 15% Classwork, 
ASSESSMENTS/QUIZZES (60%):
* On most Fridays, students will take a quiz over topics covered that week.
* Each chapter will conclude with a Chapter Test. Students will first work through a practice test that is almost  

  EXACTLY like the real test.  I will post Practice Test SOLUTIONS on my website the night before a test
* Test Retakes: Students may retake a test or a quiz for a MAXIMUM of 80%.

1.  Students must first submit corrections from their old test/quiz in order to get a retake.

2.  Quizzes may only be retaken BEFORE the Chapter Test and within 3 days of getting the quiz back.

3.  Students may retake the Chapter Tests ONCE, as long as it is during the same semester.  

                 The retake will be in the same format but w/ different numbers.  The ENTIRE test must be redone.
HOMEWORK (25%):
Words for the Wise: Homework is a time for students to PRACTICE.  In sports, practices do not count towards a team’s overall standing, but you must go to practice in order to do well in a game.  Similarly, homework is graded for completeness, but not for accuracy.  GOOD EFFORT ON HOMEWORK IS ESSENTIAL IN ORDER TO IMPROVE IN MATH!!!  However, because the homework grade is not based on correct answers, a student could have an “A” in homework completion but not understand the content.  That is why it is IMPORTANT for students to know if they are doing their work correctly.  Students are responsible for checking the answer key online and for seeking out help when confused.
*Homework will be assigned almost every day, including Fridays. It is very important students do their   

  homework EVERY DAY, as each lesson builds on the previous one. Please check your student’s planner for 

  daily homework assignments.
*Students must SHOW THEIR WORK ON EVERY PROBLEM.  To get full credit, they must:


1. Write the COMPLETE ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION at the top of the paper.

2. Copy the original problem.  (They do not need to copy word problems.)


3. Write down any mathematical thinking needed to solve the problem. The reasons for this are:


a. To show they did not just copy the answer from the back of the book or from a friend.



b. More importantly, to enable the student to identify where and why a mistake occurred.
4. Work must be done ON TIME. Late/incomplete work will receive half credit (5 out of 10) and will  

    not be accepted after the Chapter Test.
5.  Absent Work: It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to obtain work missed due to an absence.    

    Students will receive full credit if the work missed is turned in within 1 WEEK of returning to school.
CLASSWORK: (15%):
This category includes class participation, notebook checks and group work.

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS: 
* Please refer to the school wide rubric for citizenship grading standards in the student planner.
* Citizenship is based on time on task, ability to follow directions, speaking at appropriate times only and 

   demeanor towards others in the class, adults and students alike.

* Please inform your student’s counselor if they are experiencing an emotionally stressful situation so  

   the counselor may pass on the information to classroom teachers, if appropriate.  You may also contact me   

  directly.  Divorce, family illness and other issues can affect a student’s mood, behavior and motivation.  As a 
  classroom teacher, your family life is not my business.  However, a simple heads up that your student is having   

  a rough time will let me know that they might need some extra TLC.
. 
STUDENT/PARENT PORTAL: 
* Parent/Student Portal is an important way to keep updated on your student’s progress. 
* Parents do NOT need separate login information-they can use the student’s username and password.  This is 

   the same login information the student uses to logon to their computer.
* It is recommended parents/students check the portal at LEAST weekly.  This will help prevent any surprises 
   come report card time.
* Click on the student’s class grade to get a detailed view of assignments for that particular class.
Here’s to a great year of 7th grade math! Please have your student keep this syllabus in their notebook.  The 3rd page is for a homework grade and may also be used on their 1st Friday Quiz this week if it is brought back signed.
Thank You,
Ms. M. Grantham
Ms. Grantham’s FAQ’s            


Name:________________________   Period: __________
Students- please take the time to find the answers to some FAQ’s.  This important information will help you to be successful in math! Search the syllabus for the answers and write them in the space below. Review the answers with a parent/guardian, get their signature, and return by FRIDAY!!
THIS IS YOUR FIRST HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT!!!
Student / Parent or Guardian
1.  Where can information on a student’s grades and assignments be found?
2.  What grade will a late assignments receive?

3.  What is the cut-off to turn in a late assignment?

4.  How long do you have to turn in absent work to receive full credit?

5.  What does an “A” on a homework assignment mean?  What does it NOT mean?

6.  Why is homework important?

7.  Why must you show your thinking on your work?

8. Who can retake a test/quiz?
9.  What is the deadline to retake a quiz?

10.  What is the deadline to retake a Chapter Test?

11.  How many times may a student retake a test/quiz?

12.  What must a student complete and review with Ms. Grantham BEFORE they may retake a test/quiz?

13.  When may test/quiz be retaken?
14.  When does Ms. Grantham have tutoring? 

Student’s Signature: ____________________________   Date: _________
Parent/Guardian Name:_____________________________ Signature: _____________________ Date: ______

